Cell composition of the primary culture of fetal liver.
Fetal liver is known as a source of multipotent mesenchymal stromal cells. These cells are routinely isolated by adhesion to plastic, but thus prepared culture is contaminated by other cells. For instance, primary cell culture of from rat fetal liver, apart from fibroblasts with phenotypic characteristics of mesenchymal stromal cells, contained skeletal muscle precursors, myofibroblasts, and epitheliocytes expressing cytokeratin-19 (the latter was also detected in some fibroblast-like cells probably undergoing epithelio-mesenchymal transition). During passaging, fibroblasts become practically the only cell type in the culture.